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is is an arrangement for guitar of Bach's first violin sonata. 
e violin version is written in g minor (dorian) and I have 
transposed to a minor (without prefix). e fugue is probably the 
most wellknown, and to me it is the musical highlight. 
Apparently, Bach also thought that the fufue was a bit extra 
exciting because he wrote his own arrangement for the organ 
*(bwv 539). e fugue is also available in a lute tabulature 
version (bwv 1000) – who made that version is still unclear, 
although there are some theories.

Anyway, I have based my arrangement on the violin version in all 
the movements except the fugue where I've had the lute version 
as starting point, with some "improvements" borrowed from the 
versions for the violin and organ. All movements have had some 
lubrication. I have completely refrained from commenting on the 
changes I made. ere are ample opportunities to study other 
editions and also a facsimile available on the internet. Instead, 
I've entered a plentyfull of my fingerings. ey are to be 
considered as suggestions.

Kungsbacka juli 2013
Lars-Anders Carlsson

* All Bach researchers are not convinced that Bach actually wrote 
the organ version...

J S Bach
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SONATA Nº 1
J S Bach

© LAC, Kungsbacka 2013

for violin BWV 1001 
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